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Deborah,

On behalf of U-Pick-It, James Environmental Management, Inc. is submitting the 2nd response to the site
inspection. | will contact you tomorrow to make sure that you did receive the response document.

Thank you,

Michael C. Schmidt

Environmental & Regulatory Affairs
James Environmental Management, Inc.
(p) 512.244.3631

(f) 512.244.0853
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James Environmental

management, inc.

October 1, 2012

Ms. Deborah Bradehoft
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Region 7

901 North 5th Street
Kansas City, Kansas 66101

RE:  Letter of Warning/Request for Information
U-Pick-It
Kansas City, Missouri

Dear Ms. Deborah Bradehoft:

On behalf of Adam Moran and U Pick-It, James Environmental Management, Inc.is submitting the additional
information regarding U-Pick-It compliance status.

1. With regard to Violation number 1, please provide the following:

a.

color photograph documenting the used oil has been removed;

Response: U-Pick-It has made an effort to remove some stain soil from various spots around the facility. The

b.

heaviest staining is located in the west vehicle storage area. This area contains 3 inlet stormwater
basins that discharge to a 48 inch stormwater pipe that ultimately discharges to Blue River.

Due to the potential to discharge fluids directly to Blue River, U-Pick-It will primarily concentrate on
removing all oil stain soils in the west vehicle storage area. Without hurting the economic viability of
the business, it has been projected to take up to 2 years to remove all stained soil. The west vehicle
storage area stores between 400 and 500 Ford and GM vehicles and it normally takes 30 days to pull
one row of vehicles.

While the entire row has been pulled, crews and an inloader will remove oil stained soil. The oily
soil will be collected and stored in a roll off box. A sample of the material will be collected for a
hazardous waste determination. Once all oil stains soil has been removed the soil will be replaced
with road pack.

U-Pick-It will designate a team on a weekly basis to collect auto debris and trash that has built up in
the west vehicle storage. This will help reduce some of the automotive fluids that run off during
storm events.

copies of the removal paperwork, specifically highlighting which shipments included the oily
soil generated from the clean-up of oil spills in response to the EPA’s inspections;
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Response: The copies of the manifest for oily soil shipped out are in Appendix A.

Response:

within the June 22, 2012, response, your consultant advised you to purchase microbes to
degrade the oil in the soil and advised you to spray an amount of microbes proportional to the
degree of the oil spills observed during routine inspections of the facility. Although the
microbes may aid in degrading the oil in the soil, it does not meet the requirements to clean up
and manage properly the rcleased used oil and other materials as is required under 40 CFR
279.22(d)(3). Please provide a narrative outlining how your facility will ensure compliance
with the requirement to clean up and manage properly the released used oil and other
materials.

Missouri regulations require that all spills be cleaned up within 24 hours. Employees will
immediately determine the source of any staining for elimination or control. Automotive fluids that
have spilled on to pervious surfaces such as native soil, gravel, sand, or clay will be excavated using
a shovel or inloader. The residue will be collected and stored in a roll-off box or S5 gallon
container. Other stains will be cleaned using appropriate methods, i.e., application of oil
absorbents, excavation, removal and proper disposal, etc. Once all the contaminated material has
been removed U-Pick-It will use microbial products to remove any remaining fluids. U-Pick-It has
already profiled residue contaminated with automotive fluids with the regional landfill.

2. With regard to Violation Number 3.b. and 3.b., you stated that these containers are excluded from the
regulations under 40 CFR 261.4. To back up your claim, you provided (1) analysis for 2 samples of oil

soil (2)

four waste profiles for used oil from oil changes (provided two copies), oily dirt/soil, and oily

absorbent; and 93) bills of lading/manifest. Based on the information provided, it appears that the 5,
S5 gallon containers were sent off-site on manifest number 003145294SKS as used oil and absorbent
mixture and the 2, 5-gallon containers were sent off-sitc on the same manifest as non-RCRA/non-DOT
regulated liquid material. Please provide the following:

a.

b.

Response:

which of the containers were sampled;

a narrative outlining how the 5, 55 gallon containers were determined to hold used oil and
absorbent mixture; and

The contents of the 5, 55 gallon containers were determined to hold used oil and absorbent mix
based on generator knowledge. A current process at the U-Pick-It facility is the removal of all
automotive fluids, such as oil, gasoline, antifreeze, break and transmission fluid, and windshield
washing fluid. The operator will use a chisel to punch a hole in a vehicle’s oil pan. This process
usually results in small amounts of oil leaking on to the ground or secondary containment.

Oil that lands on the concrete around the draining racks is immediately soaked up with oil
absorbent. Once the oil has been completely absorbed, the oil soaked absorbent is shoveled into a
container. This is how it was determined that the containers hold absorbent.

It was determined that the used oil in the 55 gallon containers was collected when the operator was
removing oil from a vehicle. Normally, used oil is collected in a container then pumped directly to
the used oil tank. When the pump malfunctions the used oil is stored in containers until the pump is
operational. These driums were most likely forgotten about and the contents were never pumped into
the used oil tank.
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¢. A narrative outlining how the 2, 5-gallon containers were determined to contain non-
RCRA/non-DOT regulated liquid materials.

Response: The 2, 5 gallon containers were determined to contain used antifreeze. A current process at the U-
Pick-It facility is the removal of all automotive fluids, such as oil, gasoline, antifreeze, break and
transmission fluid, and windshield washing fluid. During the fluid removal process some of the
antifreeze from an automobile was collected in these containers.

3. With regards to Violation 3E, please provide the amount of mercury switches and/or ampules sent to
End of Life Vehicles Solutions ELVS (between July 29, 2009 and April 29, 2012).

Response: The facility joined the ELVS program in July 29, 2009 and the last activity noted was in April 30,
2012. On April 30, 2012 two containers where sent, one containing 295 light switches with a weight
of mercury of 0.649 lbs and 115 light switches with a weight of mercury 0.253. A total of 410 light
switches where accepted with a total weight of mercury of 0.90 lbs. No shipments of mercury switches
and/or ampules were made prior to the April 30, 2012 shipment.

4. With regard to the approximately one-inch of waste gasoline in the storage tank containment, as
discussed on page 7 of the EPA’s inspection report, the inspector provided U-Pick-It with a copy of the
Missouri Department of Natural Resource’s fact sheet titled “Managing Gasoline Dispenser fuel
Filters and Wastes Associated with the Operation of Fuel Dispensing Systems.” Within the EPA’s
April 24, 2012, Letter of Warning/request for Information, the EPA had inquired if you intended to
manage the waste gasoline as a used oil and dispose of it utilizing Safety Kleen. Upon further review
of the Missouri Department of natural Resource’s guidance and the regulations, managing of the
waste gasoline as a used oil is only an option provided that your facility remains a conditionally
exempt small generator and that waste gasoline is mixed with the used oil (in accordance with 40 CFR
261.5(j)). Please provide the following:

a. when the waste gasoline within the secondary containment was removed; and

Response: The secondary containment for the waste gasoline tank still contains waste gasoline. James
Environmental Management contacted Safety Kleen and Adam Brennan, U-Pick-It Manager
concerning the cleanout of the secondary containment. Safety Kleen submitted a proposal to clean
out the secondary containment at the U-Pick-It facility. U-Pick-It is currently waiting to initial the
proposal.

5. During the inspection, the inspector requested additional information. The request are reiterated
within the inspection report on the listed pages below along with requests for additional information:

a. On page 7 of the inspection report, the inspector stated that you had told her that the tank was
cleaned out within the previous five years, but that you did not know the details of the tank
clean out. Please indicate if any documents were found that outline the following information
regarding the waste gasoline fuel tank:

i. the date when the fuel tank was last cleaned:

Response: The contents of the tank where cleaned and removed by Dupree Testing Services on October 9, 2009
and later recycled at Allied Industrial Services.

ii. the name(s) of the individual(s) that cleaned the tank; and

Response: Trent Buss was the technician from Dupree Testing Services that completed the task of removing the
gasoline/diesel mixture from the gasoline tanks.
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iii. A narrative and supporting documentation outlining what was done with any fuel/waste
gasoline removed from the fuel tank.

Response: Dupree Testing Services was contracted to pump out the gasoline/diesel mixture and transport
material to Magellan Midstream Partners, LP where the material was reclaimed. Dupree Testing
Services and Magellan Midstream Partners, LP were contracted for disposal though Allied
Industrial Services. Appendix B

b. On page 11 of the inspection report, the inspector observed multiple drains in the areas where
used oil was spilled and inquired where the drains discharged. Within U-Pick-it’s February
23, 2012, response, U-Pick-it stated that their consultant, E&A Consulting Group, Inc. was
applying for a Missouri State Operating permit for motor vehicle yards and scrap metal
recycling operations that authorizes storm water discharges under the Missouri Clean Water
Law and the National Pollutant Discharges Elimination System. Within your June 22, 2012,
response, you provided copies of the Missouri State Operating Permit that issued on June 12,
2012, and the Motor Vehicle Salvage Business License that was issued on July 1, 2012.
Additionally, you provided a map.

i. You indicated that you had a storm water permit at the time of the inspection; please
provided a copy of the storm water permit that was in effect at the time of inspection.

Response: The permit was maintained onsite and made available, upon request, to a representative of a
regulatory agency. U-Pick-It did not have a storm water permit prior to the permit issued on June
12,2012

ii. You provided a map of the property that included a legend; however, the map did not
specifically outline the drain locations or where the drains discharged. Please provide a revised
map that specifically outlines the drain locations and where the drains discharge.

Response: A revised map of the property has been included with this response. The drains discharge into the
Blue River. U-Pick-It is currently contracting a Professional Engineer licensed in the state of
Missouri to install an oil water separator. Map Appendix C.

If you have questions regarding this response letter, please contact Michael Schmidt at James Environmental
Management, Inc. at (512) 244-3631 or via email at mschmidt@jamesenvironmental.com.

Sincerely,

MK SLM

Michael C. Schmidt

Cc: Adam Brennan, U-Pick-It Manager
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Appendix A

Supporting documentation of the removal paperwork for the oily soil
generated from the clean-up of oil spills.
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Appendix B
Gas Tank Clean-Out
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Appendix C
U-Pick-It Facility Site Map (Drainage)
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